
 

Kurumaya Museum of Art 
3-10-34 Otome, Oyama city, Tochigi pref.  

329-0214   JAPAN 
Phone: +81 (0)285-41-0968 Fax: +81 (0)285-41-0922 

E-Mail: d-kurumaya@city.oyama.tochigi.jp     

Web:  http://www.motherslashland.com 
 

Mother/Land 
PRESS RELEASE 

06.28.2014(Sat.)〜09.07.2014(Sun.) 



 

 

Mother/Land 
1 

 

Mother/Land 

	  
	 The Kurumaya Museum of Art invited New York-based independent curator Machiko Harada to curate Mother/Land, 
a contemporary art exhibition that celebrates our 5th anniversary. Mother/Land features eight international artists 
whose work for this exhibition focuses on the relationship between land and people, reflecting the artists’ observations 
on displacement.  
  
＿ Land, People, Agony, and Caring  
  
	 Each of us has a motherland. However, we are not mindful of it in times of peace. It is a symbolic land, a shared 
imaginary place that forms part of our identity. In times of crisis, however, “motherland” helps bring together 
individuals experiencing the hardships of forced migration caused by human or ecological disasters, colonization, 
poverty, etc. This powerful concept provides the nation with a home, a site charged with sentimentalism and 
nostalgia.  
  
	 When the East Japan Great Earthquake happened three years ago, the earthquake was immediately followed by a 
devastating tsunami and a nuclear power plant accident that took away lands and countless precious lives instantly, 
dislocating people and causing tremendous loss and pain. The numerous victims, as well as many others eager to get 
over this agony, quickly came together as a nation to address this crisis. This moment created an opportunity for us to 
think of our motherland anew. A spirit of community and national consciousness were awakened after a period of a rise 
in individualism. This sense of togetherness brought about a dedicated and creative approach to recovery. However, 
this sense of community has also brought about a rise in nationalism that has led to an increase in hatred and 
discrimination.  
  
	 This exhibition breaks up the nationalist notion of motherland. The slash between mother and land signifies a 
rupture that forces us to reconsider their relationship by focusing on the nurturing of the land that is crucial to our 
survival. The artists included in the exhibition offer diverse perspectives on land, nature, memories, sustainability, 
globalism and the process of displacement, which is urgently relevant to our contemporary lives.  
  

 

 

■ Exhibition Information 

 Title：Mother/Land   
 

Curator：Machiko Harada (Independent Curator of Contemporary Art) 
 

Artists：Nicholas Galanin, Shigeyuki Kihara, Guerra de la Paz, Takuji Kogo, Momoyo Torimitsu 
Laura Horelli, Akira Mori, Sachigusa Yasuda. (8group/9person) 

 
Period：June 28, 2014(Sat.) — September 7,2014(Sun.) 

 	   9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Enter 30minuetes before closing) 
 
Closed：Monday, the 4th Friday of every month, and open on holidays but closed the next day 
 
Contents：Contemporary Arts (Videos, Photographs, Installations) 
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Venue：Kurumaya Museum of Art, Oyama 
 
Organizer：Kurumaya Museum of Art, Oyama 
 
Sponsors：The Asahi Shimbun Foundation, Arts Council of Finland, FRAME, Arts council of Alaska 
 
In cooperation with：BASE GALLERY, CONCENT Inc., Galerie Barbara Weiss, Milford Galleries Dunedin,  

NEC Solutions, TRNK exhibition preparation. 
 
Supported by：Asahi Shimbun Utsunomiya, FM Tochigi, NHK Utsunomiya, The Sankei Shimbun Utsunomiya,  

Shimotsuke Shimbun, TV Oyama, Tokyo Shimbun Utsunomiya, Tochigi Television, Tochigi Broadcasting,  
The Mainichi Newspapers Utsunomiya, The Yomiuri Shimbun Utsunomiya.   

 
Admission：400JPY(300JPY)	 Students 250JPY(150JPY)	  

	 	 	 	  Children under Junior high school are free.  ※(  ) is for group over 20people.  
 
For more information：Kurumaya Museum of Art	  

     3-10-34 Otome, Oyama city, Tochigi prefecture   	 TEL:+81 (0)285-41-0968 
 
 URL: http://www.motherslashland.com 

 

■ Related Programs 

 
●Opening Reception＆Artists Talk 
	 Date：June 28,2014(Sat.)  13:00〜 
	 Venue：Kurumaya Museum of Art 
	 ※	 No need for reservation. Please come to the entrance with your ticket for the exhibition. 

 
●Curator’s talk by Machiko Harada 
	 Date: September 7(Sun.)	 13:00〜 
	 Venue: Kurumaya Museum of Art 
	 ※No need for reservation. Please come to the entrance with your ticket for the exhibition. 
 
 
○Extensive workshops 
●"Let's make a small object with traveling-button" 

     Date:July 27(Sun) 14：00～ 
	 Venue：Oyama municipal museum 
	 Instructor：Yui Usui（Artist） 
	 Detail：Assemble buttons from your various old clothes at home, and make a small art object. 
	 Fixed number：20（R.S.V.P） 
	 Fee：500Yen 
	 Bring：Unwanted buttons you have at home. 

 
●"Make your own flag" 

  	 Date：August 3(Sun) 14：00～ 
	 Venue：Oyama municipal museum 
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	 Instructor：Teppei Soutome（Artist） 
	 Detail：Design your own symbol mark, then make a flag with it. 
	 Fixed number：20（R.S.V.P） 
	 Fee：500Yen 
	 Bring：Apron, Brush, Container for wash your brush 
 
 
 

■ Curator 

・Machiko Harada  
	 Born in Aichi. She is an independent curator based in New York since 2010. She studied Art History and 
Aesthetics in Kanazawa, Japan, and Fine Arts in Gothenburg, Sweden, and did advanced curatorial studies at 
CCA Kitakyushu, and curatorial training at Stichting De Appel in Amsterdam.    
	 She was the vice director for art residency programs at Kanazawa College of Art(1999, 2000), and the 
contemporary arts curator at Akiyoshidai International Art Village(2001-2010), where she realized numerous 
exhibitions, workshops and residency programs. Most recently She worked for the Aichi Triennale 2013 as an 
assistant curator. And recently rectured at Extra Academy in Antwerpen(2014). 
  

■ Artists 

 

・Nicholas Galanin (Alaska,U.S.A / Based in Sitka)	  
	 Born in Sitka 1979. He trained extensively in traditional as well as contemporary to arts, His works 
simultaneously preserve his culture and explore new perceptual territories. Recent solo exhibitions include 
Trench Contemporary, Vancouver(2011,2012,2014), Alaska State Museum(2013), Museum of Contemporary 
Native Art, Santa Fe (2010) and many group shows in U.S.A, Canada, New Zealand, Germany, Finland. This is 
his first time exhibiting in Japan. 
 
 
・Shigeyuki Kihara (Samoa/Based in Auckland) 
	 Born in Samoa 1975. An artist of Samoan decent, Kihara uses her own body as a medium through 
photography, video, and live performance exploring varying relationships between gender, race, culture, 
and politics. She is also active as a curator. Recent solo exhibitions includes Utah Museum of Fine Arts 
(2013) and the Metropolitan Museum of Art (2008) and many other international group exhibitions such as 
the Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art; Auckland Triennial; Sakahan Quinquennial and the Daegu 
Biennial. This is her first exhibition in Japan. 

 
	  
・Guerra de la Paz (Cuba/Based in Miami) 
	 Alain Guerra was born in Havana in 1968 and Neraldo de la Paz was born in Matanza, Cuba in 1955. Both 
emigrated to United States in their childhood and started their collaboration in Miami in 1996. They use 
discarded clothing as their major material, creating sculpture, installation as well as performance. They 
have exhibited in U.S., Europe, Turkey, among many others. They also presented at the Aichi Triennale 2013 
in japan. 
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・Takuji Kogo (Japan) 
	  has produced a large body of work both as a solo artist and in collaborations under the *CANDY FACTORY 
PROJECTS,  a platform for artistic collaboration; produced various art spaces, online projects, publications, 
and curated many exhibitions.Since 2007 *CANDY FACTORY PROJECTS has been hosting the Kitakyushu 
Biennial in collaboration with the Art Institute of Kitakyushu. His artworks has been presented at the New 
Museum, NY(as ROBOT,2013 in collaboration with John Miller ) Auditorium Parco della Musica Rome italy 
2013 , Künstlerhaus Stuttgart (Germany, "2010 ) MediaScope-MOMA/The Museum of Modern Art New York 
(2007), Yokohama Triennale 2001 and many international exhibitions as well as Japan. 
 
 
・Momoyo Torimitsu (Japan/Based in New York) 
	 Born in Tokyo 1967. Since her striking debut piece Jiro Miyata; a life size business man robot which 
crawled on the street in 1994, the focus of her work reflects the role of capitalism in our daily life and the 
hypocritical image of corporate culture. She has been based in NY since her participation as an artist in 
residence in the program at P.S.1 in 1996. In addition to Japan and U.S.A., she has presented her works in 
Asia, Europe, and Australia for both solo and group exhibitions. 
 
 
・Laura Horelli (Finland /Based in Berlin) 
	 Born in 1976 Helsinki. Lives and works in Berlin since 2001. She produces photographs, videos, and 
installations around the concept of public and private, memories and narration, language, dialogue, and 
understanding. Some recent solo exhibitions include the Goethe-Institut Kenya(2010),Galerie Barbara Weiss, 
(2003,2007,2011), Ludlow38, NY(2012) as well as major group shows, such as Venice Biennale(2001, 2009), 
Manifesta 5(2004). 
 
 
・Akira Mori (Japan) 
	 Born in 1967 Miyagi. Masaaki and Yoshiaki Mori are twin brothers who started their collaboration exploring 
distances between oneself and others working as one entity using a single person’s name in 1996. Now 
Yoshiaki works solo to visualize invisible borders between social groups and political divisions. Recent solo 
exhibition at Youkobo Art Space(2012), AIT ROOM, Tokyo(2012), group exhibition at Kimachi House, 
Yamaguchi(2012), Towada Art Center(2014) among others. Yoshiaki is also shown his collaboration work with 
Kazunari Horiguchi as MUZUCKS at Guwanju Biennale, Korea(2004). 
 
 
・Sachigusa Yasuda (Japan / Based in New York) 
	 Born in Tokyo 1968. Lives and works in New York. Her works represents her exploration of the relationship 
between memories of the body and images. Solo exhibitions include California Museum of 
Photography(2005), Base Gallery Tokyo(2012) as well as group exhibitions at The National Arts Center 
Tokyo(2009), Sezon Museum of Modern Art(2011) among others. 
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 ■ Press Photos(Reference works) 

 

  
 

Shigeyuki Kihara 
"Siva in motion"	 

Video still, 2012	 
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki, Auckland. 

Courtesy of Shigeyuki Kihara Studio and Milford 
Galleries Dunedin, New Zealand 

Nicolas Galanin 
"Tsu heidei shugaxtutaan pt.2" Video still, 2007 

Takuji Kogo 
"NON-SITES" 

Flash Video,  2005〜 
 

Guerra de la Paz 
"Rocks" 

Installation, 2013  
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Laura Horelli 
"Haukka-Pala" 
Video, 2009 

Courtesy of the Artist,  Galerie Barbara 
Weiss, Berlin 

Momoyo Torimitsu 
"Business as  Habitual" 	 

Video, 2013	 
 

Sachigusa Yasuda 
"Unknown Road" 

Digital photograph, 2013 

Akira Mori 
"AllDay, 23Wards／h−" 

Participatory work, 2012 


